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Teacher-child ratios — the number of teachers vs. children in a classroom — are
a major factor in classroom quality. Lower ratios allow educators to provide more
individualized supports, safer settings, and efficient classroom management. In
this report, we examine the role teacher-child ratios may play in the number of
conversational turns children experience in early learning classrooms.

Conversational turns, also known as serve-and-return
interactions, have previously been linked to brain structure' and
function,? healthy social skills,> higher IQ scores,* literacy skills,?
and preschool vocabulary.

A recipe for greater classroom quality ™ i o D
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Combining lower classroom ratios and a focus on
conversational turns leads to powerful outcomes. In a
data analysis conducted by LENA researchers, children
experienced more conversational turns in classrooms that
met NAEYC's recommended ratios.’
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Children in classrooms that exceeded ratio

recommendations were 1.8 times more likely to experience
language isolation, defined as experiencing fewer than five i
conversational turns per hour for the majority of the day. All Age Groups

Conversational Turns Per Hour

*Sample size was 25,254 children, spanning 29 states
plus Washington, D.C.
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